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Supper time
Newest restaurant in Douglas prepares for grand opening gala

By Gary Brower gary.brower@hollandsentinel.com (616) 546-4238

Joey Santos has always gone where his creative instincts have led him.

For some time that meant acting, and he landed a small role on the television series "NYPD Blue" and a 
few other bit parts in movies.

Santos also has a passion for cooking, which led to ownership of a restaurant in Hollywood and stints 
as a private chef and caterer to some of Tinsel Town's biggest stars, including Annette Bening, Warren 
Beatty and Barbra Streisand.

Lately, the New York City native has been pouring his creative energy into another culinary adventure 
-- Jo Jo's Americana Supper Club in Douglas.

The restaurant opened about two weeks ago at 107 Blue Star Highway in Douglas in the building that 
used to be The Woodshed, and features an affordable menu of Southern comfort food and healthy 
California fare.

"When I first looked at the place, my whisper was a juke joint from the South," Santos said. "Soul food, 
rhythm and barbecue. That's what I felt when I saw it.

"It was very shabby. It was run down to the Nth degree," he added. "I was wanting to make it shabby 
chic, but it was really shabby shriek when we first saw it."

Santos is one of three partners in the supper club. He is joined by Dexter Phillip, a marketing and 
public relations specialist from New York and Daniel Padnos, a Holland native who owns an 
audio/video technology company in New York.

Each of the three handles a specific portion of the business, but Santos, as the restaurant's namesake, 
is the face of the business and brings much of the energy. As executive chef, he also runs the kitchen.

"I cook. I make friends. I welcome the people. I'm the creative face," Santos said. "We push each other's 
buttons all the time and we keep pushing each other, and it works."

The partners knew they were walking on hallowed ground when they began renovating The Woodshed. 
The hangout had been a Douglas landmark with a legion of loyal local patrons.

The trio was conscious of that as they developed a business plan, and went out of their way to make 
sure the supper club wasn't just a lure for tourists.

"We built this for the locals and that was our goal from day one," Santos said. "I think the best 
compliment that we have received so far is that it has been really frequented by the locals since we've 
opened.

"They appreciate that we have uplifted that area and have given that area the respect that it deserves."

Jo Jo's Americana Supper Club has been open about two weeks, and Santos said it's been packed every 
night. The club features live entertainment on Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings and at brunch 
on Sunday.

On Saturday it will celebrate its grand opening, and Santos is calling on family and friends to give the 
event the feeling of a Hollywood premiere.

Janice Dickinson, star of the reality show "Janice Dickinson's Modeling Agency" on Oxygen network, 
will be the host of the evening's festivities.

Santos has been Dickinson's friend and personal chef, and has appeared numerous times on the show.

Santos' father, Joe Santos, is also flying in for the gala. He is an actor who gained fame in the 1970s 
playing detective Dennis Becker on "The Rockford Files." Joe Santos has also appeared on "NYPD Blue," 
and several other television series, as well as many motion pictures.

Jewelry designer Michael Dawkins, who has a show on QVC network, is also coming to town, and the 
entertainment for the evening will be provided by Pattie Brooks, a disco diva.

Entrance is by invitation only.


