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Star sightings in our own
backyard

By SALVATORE SAPIENZA

As a pop-culture junkie, | love reading those columns in newspapers and celebrity
magazines about where certain stars have been spotted.

You know, like Lindsay Lohan seen eating with her mom at the Ivy (either pre- or
post- one of her rehab stints), Paris Hilton shopping at Kitson or P. Diddy throwing a
birthday bash at Justin's. Of course, these star sightings are usually in either L.A. or
New York City (or whatever Third-World country Brad and Angie are adopting a child
from nowadays).

In recent years, however, we've had some star sightings in our own backyard. The
annual Waterfront Film Festival has brought to our area the likes of Emmy winner
Wendie Malick, James Marsden from the "X-Men" movies and Jason Lewis from "Sex
and the City." | even ran into the kid from the Mac commercials last year! The
Saugatuck Center for the Arts has welcomed TV legend Bea Arthur, Grammy
nominated singer Michael Feinstein and platinum-selling recording artists 10,000
Maniacs, among other big names. And now with the anticipated opening of Tic Tock
Studios in Holland, it looks like we'll be seeing many more celebrities in our neck of
the woods.

A brand new restaurant to the Saugatuck/ Douglas dining scene, Jo Jo's Americana
Supper Club touted that it was bringing "The Glamour of Hollywood" to the area, and
its grand opening bash earlier this month certainly followed through on that
promise. With an invitation-only guest list (I, somehow, snagged an invite),
limousine arrivals, a red-carpeted entrance and klieg lights crisscrossing the sky, Jo
Jo's opening night had all the makings of a celebrity event, including actual
celebrities.

The restaurant's owner and executive chef, Joey Santos, is the son of actor Joe
Santos from TV's "The Rockford Files" and "The Sopranos,"” so, of course, dad was
there, but so was disco queen Pattie Brooks and luxury jewelry designer Michael
Dawkins from QVC. Even some of our own local celebrities were on hand, like
performer Michael Holmes and WZZM-TV's news anchor Juliet Dragos, stunning in a
black cocktail dress. (Juliet was wearing the dress, not Michael. Those of you who've
seen him perform as Judy Garland will probably understand my need for clarification
here).

But the piece-de-resistance for me was getting to meet Janice Dickinson, the
self-proclaimed world's first supermodel. | loved her as one of the judges on
"America's Next Top Model" and on VH1's "The Surreal Life." Her public persona is so
over-the-top that | was afraid the real Ms. Dickinson might disappoint. I'm happy to
report she was everything | hoped for, and then some, too! (Plus, as you can see, she
was tolerant enough to have a photo taken with me).

So next time you feel like stargazing, check out the West Coast. The West Coast of
Michigan, that is



