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DOUGLAS -- Supermodel Janice Dickinson has battled Omarosa Manigualt on VH1's "The Surreal Life," she was a breakout personality on UPN's

"America's Next Top Model," has penned three books and now hosts the hit realltY show "Janice Dickinson's Modeling Agency," on Oxygen.

She says she survived a terrible childhood, growing up with a father who physically and emotionally abused his three daughters.

The word moderation doesn't hold much meaning In her life. She has done éverything to excess, including problems with substance abuse, repeated

'rbagno{s otjcl(_)_smelt\llc surgery and having relationships with celebrities including Mick Jagger, Warren Beatty, Jack Nicholson, Sylvester Stallone, Prince
ert and Liam Neeson.

Something that Dickinson said she does really well, though, is to be a good and loyal friend. o .

This weekend, the 53-year-old single parent of two (Nathan is 20, Savannah is 13) took a late flight into West Michigan -- after a long day of taping -- to

attend the grand opening in Douglas of Jo Jo's Americana Supperclub.

Janice is a good friend of one of the restaurant's investors -- its chef, Joey Santos.

"I love Michigan. | want to move here. Where Joey Santos goes, | go," she said.

And Joey is ... who? _ _ ) _ ]

Joey Santos is a son of the actor Joe Santos, who gained fame playing Detective Dennis Becker on "The Rockford Files" and Angelo Garepe on "The

gop{tan?s." The yofunger Santos has been a private chef and caterer to some of Hollywood's elite, including Barbra Streisand, Norman Lear and Warren
eatty, to name a few.

Santos also followed in his father's footsteps by acting; he landed a recurring role on "NYPD Blue" as a uniformed cop named Officer Aiello. But Joey had

another creative passion: cooking and entertaining friends. _ _ o

"When we brainstormed our vision for Jo Jo's Americana, in Douglas, we finally agreed on everyone's input: "The sophistication of New York, glamour of

Hollywood, comfort of the South, charm of the Midwest and the rhythm of Chicago. (That) pretty much describes what you will experience when you visit Jo

Jo's," said Santos, with his effervescent smile.

Longtime friends . : : : : - : . :

Dickinson credits Santos with being a friend who has always been there for her, helping her through a time of crisis. She said he "is the man responsible for

me having my own TV show." _ _ )

They met at a party for suEermodeI Iman and have been best friends ever since, she said.

"I would go to the end of the world for this man, and his restaurant will go global," she said.

Getting Inside her head o _ _

After | tasted some of the best comfort food of my life, in the form of fried chicken, mac and cheese, collard greens and red velvet cake, | had the opportu-

nity to sit down with Dickinson for an unexpectedly cerebral interview. _ _

| admit | was a tad intimidated by Dickinson; my teenagers had warned me about her infamous tantrums and in-your-face honesty.

"She might tell you that you need to go on a diét and are too fat," my 15-year-old son warned. _

"My kids love you," | said. "My son is 15 and my daughter is 19. Why do you think you are so popular with the younger crowd?"

'[';_h?_ve been_g model for 30 years and (have) written three books --1 tell it like it is, pull no punches -- kids like people who tell the truth -- they 'get me,™
ickinson said.

"l understand your daughter, Savannah, wants to be a veterinarian. Would you ever recommend modeling to her or other young girls?"

"No! No way would | recommend it." _ _

Even though she wouldn't recommend it, she helped change it, she said. _

In her early teens, her exotic dark looks and thick lips were considered too different, she said.

Dickinson, who is Polish, was told by one legendary modeling agency she was 'Much too ethnic. You'll never work.

‘I had to fight like hell to convince people | was beautiful in my own ... way."

Will she ever go back on 'America’s Next Top Model'? N

"No! | am too busy with my new show, and it is not a competition or contest.”

What does Dickinson want to do next? _ _ _

"l want to run for office and give back. | can examine the tortures of child abuse and change laws. People need help," she said.



