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Joey Santos 

A Hollywood chef with star ties plans a metamorphosis for the Douglas bar 
Ye Old Woodshed.

Joey Santos—whose father, actor Joe Santos, is known for his roles in TV’s 
“The Sopranos” and “The Rockford Files”—plans a complete makeover for 
the 107 Washington St. business he and friends have bought from Keith 
Whitehouse.

They envision JoJo’s Americana Supper Club combining “the freshness and 
cleanliness of California, barbecues of Texas, spices of New Orleans, 
sophistication of New York, rhythms of Chicago and friendliness of the 
Midwest under the same roof,” Santos says.

Big dreams for a small venue? Not for Santos, 39, who with partners Daniel 
Padnos, Dexter Phillip, Lou Ann Ziowski and Lin Speet hope to open JoJo’s 
by June 30 and keep it so year-round.

“We’re looking at live entertainment, especially blues and jazz, modest 
prices and always-fresh food,” says Santos. “No Rag_ here.”

What brings a businessman/chef from Malibu to Douglas? 

“I came here to visit friends on the Fourth of July five years ago,” recalls 
Santos. “I found it lovely.

“I’d tried acting, but lost my passion for it. What I love is to entertain and 
cook. I had run a Cuban-style restaurant in Hollywood with my brother and 
a catering business in Los Angeles.

“I got thinking that Douglas would be a charming place for a restaurant. 
After a deal for the former Chaps site fell through, we came up with this,” he 
says.

Work lies ahead. Santos expects to complete the liquor-license transfer soon 
and has hired Douglas-based Fenns Design Mill as building architect.

“We are planning an outdoor patio for themed brunches and celebrity 
appearances,” says Santos. “We expect to have great entertainment.

“We are looking to make this a special experience,” he says.


